
FISHERIES
IN MEXICO

PRESENTS

There are two types of vessels dedicated to fishing, 
each with different characteristics and capabilities 
according to the fishing objectives. Learn more about 
these fishing fleets.
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CATCH PRODUCTIVITY

SMALL SCALE
FLEET (SSF)

910 K tons 5.6
billion pesos

Storage
capacity:
≥ 3 t
Days of autonomy:

2-3
Crew:
2-3
per vessel

Fishing gear:
≥ 18
Target species:
665 species
(52 groups)

Storage
capacity:
≥ 10 t

Days of autonomy:

10
Crew:

10-24
per vessel

Fishing gear:
≥ 2

Target species:
48 species

(9 groups)

390 K tons 8.4
billion pesos

Target species: The species to which the effort of a fishery is 
directed.

1.5
TIMES MORE
the economic value of 
SSF than industrial 
fisheries, with half the 
volume

14
TIMES MORE
the number of species 
exploited by SSF than 
industrial fishing

** Anuario Estadístico de 
Acuacultura y Pesca (2017).

Based on official fisheries production data from the National Commission on Aquaculture and Fisheries (CONAPESCA) for 2001-2019. 
Does not include data from rivers and lagoons. 
Numbers rounded up and in annual averages.

mp = million pesos
K= Thousand
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71%
of total annual volume by 

both fleets is composed 
of these species

Sardine Tuna Squid Mojarra Shrimp Other* Sardine Tuna Squid Mojarra Shrimp Other*

533
K tons

113
K tons 101

K tons
52

K tons
78

K tons
78

K tons

*Category defined by CONAPESCA. The species in this category are not specified. 

70,429
small scale fishing
vessels in Mexico**

2,020
industrial fishing

vessels in Mexico**


