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ANATOMY DISTRIBUTION

P R ES E N TS Females tend to be larger than males. This species lives in tropical and temperate waters, in coastal and pelagic areas. In the

. . Atlantic its distribution ranges from the United States to Uruguay, including the Gulf of
Most frequent Maximum weight

A

1.8 meters Maximum age recorded: ! Mexico and the Caribbean. It is also found in the Mediterranean sea, as well as the
L 3 o ea rs size: recorded: Indian and Pacific oceans.
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Sphyrna mokarran <

The great hammerhead shark is the largest species in the hammerhead shark group, the Sphyrnidae family. Its
name comes from the Greek "Sphyrna,’ which means hammer, and "mokarran," an Arabic name meaning large. —
Although their abundance could not support a commercial fishery, the great hammerhead has gained
importance in the tourism industry worldwide as it has become the main attraction for many divers seeking m
the opportunity to swim alongside them.

TAXONOMY

Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata

Class: Chondrichthyes
Subclass: Elasmobranchii

- e S COLORATION
' ' The dorsal side is dark gray or
brown, with a white underside.

Head is almost straight in the
shape of a T, hence the name
hammerhead.

[ The first dorsal fin is tall
and sickle-shaped.

Nostrils

Placoid scales:

Also called dermal denticles,
they reduce water resistance to
make swimming more efficient.

Conservation status:

Order: Carcharhiniformes «IUCN - CR
Family: Sphyrnidae (Critically endangered)
- NOM 059 - NA
Genus: Sphyrna
Species: S. mokarran
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Distribution: Tropical and subtropical
waters of the world.
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Ampullae of Lorenzini:
Electroreceptor organsthat
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Diet: Carnivorous; feeds on fish, smaller sharks,
crustaceans and cephalopods.
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Predators: Adults can be attacked by orcas; — .{F- o -4 » drop of blood.
juveniles are hunted by other larger sharks 1 6_1 Sl (11
(like bull sharks). ARy
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ECOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE
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' - : Itis a nocturnal and
> 100 Sha rks solitary hunter.
have been seen forming S .
aggregations in sea mounts. tis a migratory

species.
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Reproduction: Viviparous; usually are born

during late spring and early summer. They can -
reproduce every two years. 1 1 months 1 3 42
duration of gestation average number of
period. pups per litter.

70%

Estimated decrease
of its population
worldwide.

As a top predator, it helps control its
1 -3 oo m prey-s populations.

Depth range it prefers. Its presence is an indicator of good

ecosystem health.

co N S E RVATI 0 N T I M E I.I N E TH R EATS Mexico Marino is a collaboration between Fundacion

Coppel, Mares Mexicanos and dataMares.
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