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Orcinus orca v

The orca is the largest member of the dolphin family (Delphinidae) and one of the most
acrobatic marine species in the world. Although there is only one species, scientists
have identified at least 10 groups, known as ecotypes, with distinct morphological and
ecological characteristics. Orcas face various threats, including pollution, loss of
habitat, accidental entanglement in fishing nets, bioaccumulation of toxic substances
in their body and their capture for captivity.
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Pigmentation:
Black on upper side and
white on the underside.
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Distribution: Cosmopolitan; can be found in
all oceans from polar waters to warmer waters
in the equator.
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Diet: They prey on squid, octupus, fish, sharks,
sea turtles, marine birds and other marine

mammals. Eyesight: they have good eyesight
above and below water, although
they are unable to distinguish colors

within the blue wavelength.

BEHAVIOR

They form matrilineal groups with
complex social structures of up to

20 INDIVIDUALS

spanning 2 or 3 generations.

Predators: Orcas are top predators, which
means they do not have natural predators.

. Stocky hydrodynamic body.
Reproduction: Males at 13 years of age;

females between 6 and 10 years old. f

Large and rounded pectoral fins that *
provide stability during swimming.
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ﬂ ECOLOGICAL ROLE
- - : Fluke with one As top predators, orcas help control the
1year 40 years 7.6-10 cm populations of their prey.
Gestation period; they Lactation period, although the calf Estimated age at A‘t’ﬁreaflg:',:'lf:t“::fp‘;fr':'g“tﬁgizrb‘i)“d‘;',er
can give birth to one Calf Wi" remain C|OS€ tO the mother the WhiCh females are no o Pectoral ﬁnS have a Similar temperature in COId waters.
every 5 years. first 2 years of its life. longer fertile. 1 0'20 A) skeletal structure as that of the
length of pectoral fins in human arm and hand, except
relation to total body length. they function differently.
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